
Dear Church Family,  
 

The English word “Advent” comes from the Latin adventus—”coming”—and the season 
anticipates the coming of Christ, his coming as God in human flesh as a babe in Bethlehem, his 
coming into our lives as Lord, and his Second Coming at the end of time. During Advent, we 
await Christ’s coming, we prepare for it in our worship and study.  
 

Many years, it’s hard to focus on the preparation for Christmas because Christmas begins 
happening all around us with parties and events the moment Thanksgiving ends. But this year, 
we aren’t hosting our traditional gatherings. We have more time with our immediate families to 
focus on our spirits. Might we use these at-home moments to prepare together for the coming 
of Christ? 
 

The brochure you hold is a guide for the seasons of Advent and Christmas. You’ll find a schedule 
of all virtual and outdoor in-person events (conducted safely spaced out and masked), how to 
make an Advent wreath at home, a request for you to take a photo with lit candles for our virtual 
Christmas Eve video, information about children’s participation, at-home devotional guides for 
Advent, and ideas for celebrating Christmas and Epiphany as a family. 
 

To accompany this brochure, we have also created Advent Kits with supplies to use with this 
guide. These are available at the church office during office hours beginning Monday, 
November 23rd. You can come by to pick one up, or call/email the church office to have one 
delivered to your home.  
 

I’m grateful for the creativity of our sister churches and their ministers, especially to Ashley and 
Brian Harrington of Starling Avenue Baptist Church, who helped to create this kit and brochure 
for our church as well as a version of the kit for their own church.  
 

May the seasons of Advent and Christmas, though physically distant from your church family, 
bring the love of Christ and the love of your church family close to your heart. And may the God 
of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love guide us through the darkest days of the year together, 
reminding us of the blessed promise to journey with us each and every day. 
 

Have a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas, dear friends!   
 

In Christ, 
Libby 



First Sunday of Advent, November 29th 
11:00AM on Facebook, YouTube, and Call-In 
 

Christmas Drive-Thru Saturday, December 5th & Sunday, December 6th 
Partnership with SABC & CHBC 
5:00-7:00PM Chatham Heights Baptist Church Parking Lot (Masks required; Rain Date: 12/12) 
Both Nights: Live Nativity Scene, Mr. & Mrs. Claus, Candy Bags, Christmas lights, Fun for All Ages!  
 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6th 
11:00AM on Facebook, YouTube, and Call-In 
 

Pastor’s Holiday Drive-Thru, December 12th 
3:00PM-4:30PM at the Pastor’s House (Rain Date: December 13th) 
 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13th 
11:00AM on Facebook, YouTube, and Call-In 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20th 
11:00AM on Facebook, YouTube, and Call-In 
 

Longest Night Service, Monday, December 21st 
Shared Service with SABC & CHBC 
6:00PM on Facebook, YouTube, and Call-In 
 

FBC Early Learning Center Christmas Pageant, December 23rd 
6:30PM on Facebook, YouTube, and Call-In 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion, December 24th 
5:00PM on Facebook, YouTube, and Call-In 
 

First Sunday of Christmastide, December 27th 
11:00AM on Facebook, YouTube, and Call-In 

Watch a Live Stream of Worship Services on  

Facebook: facebook.com/FirstBaptistMartinsville 

YouTube: youtube.com/channel/UC7hL4nRdSG9uGQdJjfF-hVg 

Join us on Zoom by Phone for Audio-Only Worship:  

Call Toll-Free 1-833-548-0276 and enter Meeting ID: 276 632 6336 



During the seasons of Advent & Christmas, children are welcome in the 
Sanctuary for children’s worship, along with Children’s Church in the nursery/on 
the playground for the remainder of the worship hour if desired. Though we 
won’t have a full Sanctuary, we will have some of our sweet children together 
with their parents these weeks for all to see as we gather virtually for worship.  
 

Included in your kit if you are a parent are coloring pages for your children. We 
also will have battery-operated candles for children at the pre-recording of the 
Christmas Eve service.  

Why an Advent Wreath?  
Many churches use Advent wreaths to mark the passing of the four 
weeks in Advent. The candles are lit, one additional one per week, for 
four weeks. On Christmas Eve, a fifth candle is lit to represent Christ, 
the Light of the world. Using the enclosed items, create an at-home 
Advent Wreath to mark the weeks as we wait for Christ to be born.  

In your kit, you will find two hand-held candles. Light these and 
take a photo wearing your Christmas best (selfies are great!) and 
email it to the church office (info@fbcmartinsville.com) so we can 
include your photo in the Christmas Eve service video.  
 

Even when we are physically apart, we will see each other with 
our lighted candles as Silent Night is played.  

Build your wreath with the enclosed candles and berries, adding your 
own greenery from your yard (boxwood, holly, etc.) - or let the office 
know if you need greenery provided from our Flower Committee.  
 

Put the entire arrangement on a plate or a piece of Oasis to anchor the 
arrangement. To the left, you’ll see one arranged with holly by our volun-
teers.  



This is not always “the most wonderful time of the year” for everyone. Especially this year, we are mindful of 
things we are all missing—family gatherings, celebrations, worship services together. Join us for our Longest 
Night service on Monday, December 21st at 6:00 pm.  
 

During this service you will be invited to name and light a votive candle for a loss or disappointment you are 
experiencing. Even if you are unable to attend this service of lament, we invite you to find a time during this 
season to name the things that are most difficult this season. Light one of the included votive candles and 
know that though it is dark, the Light of the world is coming.  

First Sunday of Advent, November 29  
Light: Today we light the candle of hope.  Read: Psalm 25:4-5  

Pray: God, we thank you for giving us hope. Help us to have and share hope as we wait for Jesus to be born. 
Amen.  

Sing: O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 6  
Light: Today we light the candle of hope and the candle of peace.  Read: John 14:25-27  

Pray: God, please help us to understand peace and to share it with others. We wait for Jesus to be born with 
hope and peace. Amen.  

Sing: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 
 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 13  
Light: Today we light the candles of hope, peace, and joy.  Read: Philippians 4:4-6  

Pray: God, we thank you for the gift of joy. Help us to share it with one another. We wait for Jesus with hope, 
peace, and joy. Amen.  

Sing: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20  
Light: Today we light the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love.  Read: 1 John 4:7-12  

Pray: God, thank you for showing us what true love is. Help us to love you and to love one another. We wait for 
Jesus with hope, peace, joy, and love. Amen.  

Sing: I Wonder as I Wander 
 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, December 24 or 25  
Light: Today we light the candles for hope, peace, joy, and love, and we light the center candle, the Christ for the 

birth of Jesus.  Read: Luke 2:1-16  
Pray: God, today we are thankful for the birth of your son, Jesus, and for the lessons he teaches us about how to 

love one another. Help us throughout the year to share hope, peace, joy, and love wherever we go. Amen.  
Sing: Silent Night, Holy Night (24th) or Joy to the World (25th) 

 
—adapted from Traci Smith’s Faithful Families: For Advent & Christmas—  



12 Days of Christmas Togetherness Challenge  

After December 25, it is tempting to begin putting every Christmas item away. But for thousands of years, the Christian 
Church has understood Christmas as a season that begins on December 25. The 12 days of Christmas extend from 
December 25 until Epiphany, the day we celebrate the wise men visiting Jesus, on January 6.  
 

Celebrate this tradition in your home by challenging your family to do something special together every day for the 
12 days of Christmas. Whether it’s playing a board game together, or having hot chocolate and talking about what 
you’re grateful for, challenge yourselves to enjoy all12 days of Christmas.  
 

Add the Magi & the Star to your Nativity  
If you have a nativity scene in your home, hold back the three magi throughout the Advent season. If your scene has 
a removable star, hold it back as well. If you don’t have a star, make one out of poster board or cardboard and post it 
on the wall behind the scene. As you place them in your scene, you can say these words: 
 

Star: We place this star in the sky to remind us of how the star guided the magi to the baby Jesus. The star shone 
brightly in the sky. May we also shine brightly as we share goodness and kindness with the world.  
 

Magi: We place the magi in our scene to remember the three gifts they brought to the baby Jesus. God, which glitters 
and represents his royalty; frankincense which as a fragrant smell and represents his holiness; and myrrh, which is 
bitter and represents the bitterness of his last days. As the magi brings their gifts, may we remember to bring our gifts 
as well.  
 

Chalking the Door  
Grab a piece of chalk on either January 6 (Epiphany) or on January 5 (eve of Epiphany) and simply write the first two 
numbers of the year and the letters C, M, and B. At the end, write the last two numbers in the year. Separate each 
item with a + or cross so it looks like this: 20+C+M+B+20  
 

The letters in the middle have two meanings. First, they are the traditional names for the three magi who visited Jesus: 
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. These names are not recorded in scripture, nor does scripture say that there were 
exactly three magi, but these names have become an important part of church tradition. C, M, and B are also the first 
three letters of the phrases Christus mansionem benedicat, which means “May Christ bless this house.”  
 

—adapted from Traci Smith’s Faithful Families: For Advent & Christmas—  

On Epiphany Sunday (January 3rd) we look to the skies with the wise men. 
Finding a star, they followed it to the young Christ. Finding a Star Word, included 
in this kit, we follow Christ through the year ahead.  
 
Written on each star is a guiding word. Let this word guide you through the year 
ahead as you seek to follow Christ. Put the star in a place of prominence—by a 
mirror, in your car, in your Bible—so that you might be reminded throughout 
2021 of the Light leading you.  



 First Sunday of Advent, November 29: Hope…  

11/29  is courageous. How will hope empower you to be bold today?  
11/30  is rooted in the soul, not the head. How will you tune into your heart today?  
12/1  makes us ready. How will hope prepare you to take on a challenge today?  
12/2  is sustained by glimmers of promises fulfilled. How will you celebrate progress today?  
12/3  is practical. What will hope allow you to accomplish today that hopelessness wouldn’t?  
12/4  brings light into a broken world. Where will you look for hope among despair today?  
12/5  is stoked by prayer. What spiritual discipline will you take on today to grow in hope?  
 
 

 Second Sunday of Advent, December 6: Love…  

12/6  is patient. Who needs your patience today?  
12/7  trusts. Whom will you encourage by your trust today?  
12/8  forgives. What old hurt will you let go of today?  
12/9  sees and values people as they are. Whom will you see and appreciate today?  
12/10  moves us closer to God. How will you thank God for the love in your life today?  
12/11  is creative. In what innovative way will you show love today?  
12/12  for others is related to love for self. How ill you care for yourself today?  
 
 

 Third Sunday of Advent, December 13: Joy…  
12/13  is persistent. How will you experience joy as a result of not giving up today?  
12/14  is contagious. How will you share joy with someone else today?  
12/15  defies evil. How will you overcome malice by laying claim to joy today?  
12/16  requires openness. What new person or experience will you seek out today?  
12/17  is sometimes quiet, sometimes not. What will you revel in today?  
12/18  can sneak up on us. How will you allow yourself to be surprised by joy today?  
12/19  takes nothing for granted. What small grace are you grateful for today?  
 
 

 Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20: Peace…  
12/20  depends on repentance. What change toward someone else will you make today?  
12/21  is for everyone, or for no one. How will you advocate for peace for someone else today?  
12/22  is prophetic. How will you take a risk today?  
12/23  is constructive. What will you create today that will contribute to peace?  
12/24  is sown and reaped communally. With whom will you partner to bring peace today?  
 

 
 

—from Laura Stephens-Reed. Clergy Coach & Congregational Consultant 
laurastephensreed.com  



The labyrinth is an ancient pattern found in many cultures around the world, dating back more than 4000 years. 
Many are based on spiral patterns from nature. Christians installed labyrinths in church floors in the early centuries 
of the faith, using them as a way to do walking meditation: to quiet the mind and focus on God. Labyrinths are 
not mazes; there are no tricks or dead ends. It’s a single circuitous path that minds to and from the center. 
Generally, there are three stages to the walk: releasing on the way in, receiving in the center, and returning back 
to the world. 
 

Below is a replica of a walking labyrinth that can be used for meditative prayer with a finger or stylus/closed pen. 
Using one of these, trace the labyrinth to the center and back out. As you trace, pray for release as you move 
toward the center. Pause at the center, take time with God. Trace back outward with renewed purpose, holding 
on to God’s promise that you are not alone on this journey. 
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