
Dear Church Family,  
 

The English word “Advent” comes from the Latin adventus—”coming”—and the season 
anticipates the coming of Christ, his coming as God in human flesh as a babe in Bethlehem, his 
coming into our lives as Lord, and his Second Coming at the end of time. During Advent, we 

await Christ’s coming, and we prepare for it in our worship and study.  
 

The brochure you hold is a guide for the seasons of Advent and Christmas at First Baptist. You’ll 
find a schedule of all worship services and events, information about children’s participation in 

our worship and at home for the season, and more. 
 

I’m grateful for the renewed opportunities to worship together in person, to hear the hymns and 
carols of the season sung by those near us in the Sanctuary. I’m also grateful for our Associate 
Pastor for Music & Worship, Rev. David Cameron, who is leading our choir and the choir at 

Chatham Heights Baptist Church to share the story of Christmas in a cantata on December 18th.  
 

May the seasons of Advent and Christmas bring the love of Christ and the love of your church 
family close to your heart. And may the God of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love guide us through 
the darkest days of the year together, reminding us of the blessed promise to journey with us 

each and every day. 
 

Have a Blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas, dear friends!   
 

In Christ, 

Libby

Opportunities to Serve and Give this Advent / Christmas Season! 
 

If you are looking for ways to serve our neighbors or donate to those in need this Advent/Christmas season, First 
Baptist continues to offer ongoing opportunities through its missions team, Children’s and ELC ministries, and more! 

Watch for even more opportunities as the season continues! 

Pack Food Boxes at the Henry County Food Pantry- Saturday, December 17, 10:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

MHC Warming Center- Volunteer, Provide Donations, & Provide Transportation (Church Bus) 

Heifer International-Help us support an impoverished community this season with your financial gifts! 



First Sunday of Advent, November 27th 

11:00AM, FBC Sanctuary, Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom Call-In 
 

Caroling at Piedmont Arts Christmas Tree Lighting, December 1st 

5:00-6:00PM, Piedmont Arts Gravely-Lester Art Garden (across Mulberry Rd. from FBC) 
The Annual Christmas Tree lighting in the Gravely-Lester Art Garden. There will be a Santa Claus photo 
opportunity, story time with Elsa, hot cocoa, and our choir will provide caroling! 
 

Fall Into Winter Fest-Martinsville Uptown, December 3rd 

11:00AM to 4:00PM, Volunteer to share Christ’s love and our FBC ministries with our community at the 
FBC booth. We will be giving out balloons, brochures, and having a raffle drawing.  
 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 4th 

11:00AM, FBC Sanctuary, Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom Call-In 
 

Churchwide Christmas Dinner & Library Bake Sale, December 4th 

12:30PM, Fellowship Hall. Reservations and tickets are available in the church office. Cost for dinner is $11 
and children under 10 are free. At 1:30PM, buy your gifts/baked goods from our Church Library!  
 

FBC Early Learning Center Christmas Pageant, December 7th 

7:00PM, FBC Sanctuary, Recorded/Shared on YouTube & Facebook 
 

Pastor’s Holiday Drop-In, December 10th 

3:00PM-5:00PM at the Pastor’s House  
 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 11th 

11:00AM, FBC Sanctuary, Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom Call-In 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent & Choir Christmas Cantata, December 18th 

11:00AM, FBC Sanctuary, Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom Call-In 
 

Longest Night Service, Tuesday, December 21st 

6:00PM, FBC Chapel, Shared Service with Chatham Heights Baptist Church 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion, December 24th 

5:00PM, FBC Sanctuary, Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom Call-In 
 

Christmas Worship, December 25th 

11:00AM FBC Sanctuary, Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom Call-In 

 
Richard’s Dinner, December 25th 

12:00PM FBC Fellowship Hall, Come serve your neighbors on Christmas Day after worship! 

Watch a Live Stream of Worship Services on  

Facebook: facebook.com/FirstBaptistMartinsville /YouTube: youtube.com/channel/UC7hL4nRdSG9uGQdJjfF-hVg 

Join us on Zoom by Phone for Audio-Only Worship:  

Call Toll-Free 1-833-548-0276 and enter Meeting ID: 276 632 6336 



The seasons of Advent & Christmas offer so many 
tangible ways for children to participate and learn. From 
seeing the candles and Chrismons to touching the trees 
and greeneries, children are invited to join fully in the 
festivities both at church and at home.  
 
On Sundays, children are welcome in the Sanctuary for 
children's worship and Children's Church in the nursery 
for the remainder of the worship hour, if desired, for 
children ages 5 and under. Advent At Home packets are 
also available to offer simple spiritual practices that you 
and your family can implement in these seasons of 
preparation and celebration. 
 
Children are also welcome as we carol with our 
community at the Piedmont Arts Christmas Tree Lighting 
on December 2nd from 5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m., just across 
the street from the church at the Gravely-Lester Arts 
Garden. 

This is not always “the most wonderful time of the year” for everyone. Sometimes we need to recognize 
the reality that even in the midst of colorful lights and celebration, we also face the darkest nights and 
sometimes the darkest nights of our souls. Join us for our Longest Night service on Wednesday, December 
21st at  6:00 p.m., a service shared with and held at Chatham Heights Baptist Church. 
 

During this service, you will be invited to name and light a votive candle for a loss or disappointment you 
are experiencing and given space to grieve.  
 

Even if you are unable to attend this service of lament, we invite you to find a time during this season to 
name the things that are most difficult this season. Remember that though it is dark now, the Light of the 
world is coming.  

Our FBC Early Learning Center Christmas Pageant—a fun event for our whole church family—will be 
held on Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Come see our FBC ELC kids share 
with us the biblical story of Christmas, and sings the songs of the season! 
 
At our Christmas Eve Candlelight service, we want children to bring their wonder and joy, so battery 
operated candles and Christmas-focused worship bags for children will be available. Children of all ages 
are also encouraged to be with us in worship on Christmas Day, and perhaps even join with the whole 
family to serve our neighbors in need through volunteering for Richard’s Dinner in the Fellowship Hall.  
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