
A Service of Worship 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

November 27, 2022                                                                    11:00 a.m.   
 

As we enter sacred space for worship, quiet your heart and mind, 
centering your thoughts on God’s presence among us.     

______________________________________________ 
 

 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

Prelude               Fantasia on “O Come, Emmanuel”           Arnold 
Baxter Jennings, organ 

 
Welcome                                                                 Rev. Dr. Libby Grammer 
 
Call to Worship                                                            Dr. Grammer  
 

Leader: The day is near. 

People: And so we wait. 
Leader: We wait with hope, 

People: for the brokenhearted to be healed, 
                for the downtrodden to be lifted up. 
Leader: We wait in anticipation of our salvation. 

People: We wait for the coming of the Christ child. 
Leader: In the meantime, we will sing into the silence. 

People: We will light a candle against the darkness. 
 

Invocation & Lord’s Prayer                                   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 
 

*Hymn 271           Christ Is Coming! Let Creation   CWM RHONDDA 
 

Hearing the Scriptures 
 

Old Testament Lesson           Isaiah 2:1-5                    Roslyn Wingett 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 
New Testament Lesson        Romans 13:11-14 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 

*Please stand as you are able 

Lighting of the Advent Candle                            The Combined Adult     
                                                                                                   Sunday School Class 

We light the Candle of Hope, and dare to open the dark places 
in our lives to the healing light of Christ. May our hearts be prepared 
for the coming of Christ and the creative, transformative power of 
hope. 

 

Advent Response  

Candles Glowing, Promise Showing            Elana Levy 
(see insert) 

 

Children’s Worship                                                                 Pastor Libby  
After children’s worship, children age 5 and under are invited to join our 
nursery workers for age-appropriate children's church. 

 

 

Committing Our Lives 
 

*Hymn 347        Tell His Praise in Song and Story    HOLY MANNA   
                                                                                                       
Prayer of Commitment     Dr. Grammer 
 

*Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                   
     Doxology           OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Engaging the Scriptures 
 

Anthem                    They Shall Soar Like Eagles                  Manzo       
 

Sermon                       Wake Up and Get Ready           Dr. Grammer 
 

With Lived Hope 
 

*Song of Response   
Hymn 135     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus     HYFERYDOL 

                                                         
*Benediction                                                                       Dr. Grammer 
 

*Response                                     Amen                                       Fort 
 

Postlude                                 Toccata                                  Arnold 
 
Today is the First Sunday of Advent, the inaugural season of the 
Christian year. Advent is a time of spiritual preparation for the 
coming of Christ; thus, it is a season of both joyous and solemn 
expectation. The liturgical color is purple, symbolic of a spirit of 
preparation. 
 

Flowers on the Lord’s Table are in memory of Margaruitte & Irvin 
DeHart given by Dawn DeHart and Mona & H.C. Rudder. 

Advent Candle Spotlight- The Combined Adult Sunday School Class 
The Combined Adult Sunday School Class meets in-person in Room 
105/107 and on Zoom each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Our combined Adult 
Sunday School Class is taught by six outstanding teachers,  
John Fulcher, David Lewis, Dottie Lewis, Bill Sapp, Roslyn Wingett, 
and Merle Prince bringing a systematic approach to Bible Study. Our 
class is currently using a study guide entitled Connections, 
distributed by Smith and Helwys, a lectionary-based bible study.  
All are welcome to join us each Sunday! 
 

Worship is Live Streamed on Facebook and YouTube each Sunday 
morning at the worship hour and a video recording is posted on the 
church website/YouTube page within 24-48 hours. To listen by phone 
during the worship hour: Zoom Call-in Number: 1-833-548-0276; 
Meeting ID: 276 632 6336 #, # 
 

Children’s Worship Bags for all ages are in the Narthex (foyer at 
the back of the Sanctuary). These bags are intended to help children 
process what they are hearing and seeing as they worship with 
their families. Please return the bags after worship so they can be 
used in our next service. 
 

Prayer Reminder 

CHURCH FAMILY: John Abbott, Alice Bowman, Judy Szulecki Bunin, 
John Burgess, Mary Clifton, Martha Crawley, Helen Dandridge, 
Martha Drane, Nita Gauldin, Ann Grogan, Armand Harrell,  
George Lester, Marvin Midkiff, Betty Minter, Betty Prillaman, 
Shirley Roark, Benny Shires, Stacey Steagall, Shirley Stone,  
Yvonne Turner, Gayle Williams 
 

November Birthdays: 29 Libby Grammer 
December Birthdays: 4 Jeanette Stone, 6 Jean Rood,  
11 Dan Baptist, 13 Howard Fringer, Ebb Williams,  
26 James Stokes, 29 Christina Kinzer, 31 Jim Frith 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Worship Care Schedule 
Sunday, November 27-Linda Gale 
Sunday, December 4 – Roslyn Wingett 
 

Deacons of the Month: Cliff Rood and Nancy Thomas 
Deacons of the month assist your pastor and other deacons  
with visitation as needed. 

 

Grace Network Oct.-Dec. 2022 Food Assignment:   
Small Bisquick or Small Flour 

Please drop the food off in the Missions Room at the church. 
            

Christmas Poinsettias  
If you would like to contribute to the Christmas poinsettias in the 
Sanctuary in memory or in honor of a loved one, please fill out the 
form located in the Narthex and return it to the church office  
by December 13th. Names will be included in the  
Sunday, December 18th bulletin. 
 

Ladies Lunch & Learn Advent Study begins Monday, November 28th. 
Join us for a 4-week study examining the story of Christmas! 



Opportunities for the Week 
 

Sunday, November 27 
9:30 a.m.      Adult Sunday School-Rm 105-107/Zoom 
9:45 a.m. Journey Small Group-Rm 110/Zoom 
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School-Church Nursery  
11:00 a.m.    Worship-In-Person/Virtual 
  No Business Meeting 
Monday, November 28 
12:00 p.m.  Ladies Lunch & Learn-Rm. 105 
6:00 p.m. Stillwater Small Group Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Smith River Singers Rehearsal- Sanctuary 
Tuesday, November 29 
10:00 a.m. Children’s Chapel-Sanctuary 
Wednesday, November 30 
5:00 p.m. Midweek Check-in/Zoom 
Thursday, December 1 
10:00 p.m.    Bible Study-Exodus/Zoom 
4:00 p.m.    Caroling at Piedmont Arts 
5:30 p.m.    Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 
Saturday, December 3 
11:00 a.m.    “Fall” into Winter Fest-Uptown 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, CONT’D 
 

Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign Donations 
This Christmas season, in lieu of Ringing the Bell for the Salvation 
Army Red Kettle Campaign, members of the FBC WMU will be 
collecting monetary donations. Please make your check payable to 
First Baptist Church. In the memo line please write Red Kettle.  
Bring or mail your check to the church office. The deadline for 
your donation is November 30th. Thank you for sharing your 
generosity and love this Christmas season. 
 

“Fall” into Winter Fest, Saturday, December 3, 2022   
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Uptown Martinsville 
Due to the weather, Oktoberfest has been moved to December and 
the title is now “Fall” into Winter Fest.  FBC’s booth will have crafts 
on hand for the kids as well as balloons with the FBC logo. We will 
also be handing out church brochures, Reflections Newsletters, and 
ELC postcards with info. We will be collecting emails from those 
who would like to be entered in a drawing and accepting ELC 
waiting list slips for those who are interested in possibly enrolling 
their children at the ELC. We need volunteers for our booth. Sign 
up with the church office. 
 

Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child  
The Shoebox Mission Opportunity was a Success!  
Your kindness and generosity have a far-reaching effect. Your 
generosity shows individual children who receive your shoebox 
that you love them and that God loves them. First Baptist Church 
delivered 26 Christmas Child Shoeboxes to the drop-off center at 
Chatham Heights Baptist. Thank you to everyone who participated 
in this global project. Each shoebox is a tangible expression of God’s 
love. 

Welcome to First Baptist Church! 
 

We are #yourcitychurch in Martinsville… 
 

A diverse community of believers coming from many Christian 
traditions to worship, learn, and grow together as followers of 
Jesus.  
 

Serving God in our church, our community, and the world by 
investing our energy and resources to living like Jesus called us to 
live — in service to God and neighbor.  
 

Growing and changing our ministries to include more variety in 
our vision so as to meet the needs of our community. Come GROW 
with us! 
 

If you do not have a church home, you are welcome here. 
Come and see what God is doing among us as we worship and serve 

in Christ’s name. 

Want to know more? Contact our Pastor: libby@fbcmartinsville.com 
or 276-632-6336. 

 
 

Open Invitation 
 

Our congregation wishes to partner with you and your family on a 
shared journey of faith. Whatever your background, we would love 
to explore with you how to join with us as we minister to this 
community together.  
 

Please contact our pastor if you are interested in wanting to know 
more about following Jesus, how to join this church as an active 
participant, or if you'd like to recommit yourself to this church and 
its ministry.  
 

Our doors are always open.  
 
 

_______________________________________ 
 
 

 
23 Starling Avenue 
Martinsville, VA 24112 
(276) 632-6336 
 
 

 

Rev. Dr. Libby M. Grammer 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. David Cameron 
 Associate Pastor for   

Music & Worship 
 

 

Baxter Jennings 
Organist 

 
www.fbcmartinsville.com  

facebook.com/FirstBaptistMartinsville/ 
 
 

“Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope” 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS CONT’D 
 

Christmas Dinner & Library Bake Sale, December 4, 2022   
Churchwide Dinner at 12:15 p.m. 
Dinner is after Worship in the Fellowship Hall. Reservations 
deadline is Wednesday, November 30th for the dinner and 
tickets are $11 a person. Sign up and pay for your ticket in the 
church office or with Pam Burgess, Hospitality Chairperson. 
 

Library Bake Sale at 1:30 p.m. 
Let’s gather together for a fun time at what we hope will be again 
an annual Bake Sale! The McCabe Library could use any baked/gift-
type contributions for sale in “gift ready” or “freezer ready” form. 
Drop off your baked goods Saturday, December 3rd during setup or 
Sunday morning, December 4th. 

 

Christmas Cards for Martinsville/Henry County Jails 
Churchwide Missions Opportunity 
This year, our Missions Committee has partnered with Chaplain Joe 
Collins of Good News Jail & Prison Ministry to provide Christmas 
cards for the corrections officers in the Martinsville and Henry 
County Jails. To join us in this ministry, simply buy a couple of extra 
Christmas cards and write them to a Corrections Officer and place 
them in the box in the Narthex by December 12th. For guidelines on 
how to write your cards, please contact the church office. Specially, 
there is no need to write anything on the outside of the envelope 
and you can sign the card with your first name, a pseudonym, or 
just initial it. 

Churchwide Christmas Missions Offering: Heifer International 
Women on Mission & Mission Committee are sponsoring a 
churchwide mission project during December.  Our goal is to raise 
$500.00 for Heifer International to enable us to give the gift of a 
water pump to supply clean water for an entire community and 
to send a girl to school.  If we exceed our goal, we will supply a hive 
of honeybees and provide chicks for a family.  
 
  

All these gifts have education supplied by Heifer to the recipients to 
enable them to effectively use the gifts for the family or 
community to eventually be self-supporting. Giving to Heifer in 
honor of a loved one can be a great Christmas gift for those on your 
gift list who already have all they need! You may write a check 
and/or use one of your offering Special Gift envelopes noting 
“Heifer International” on the “for” line. You can mail or bring it by 
the church or give online, adding Heifer International in the memo 
line.  The deadline for our campaign is December 30th.   
 

Heifer International partners with approximately 1,600 companies 
who match donations contributed to the organization. During the 
month of December, Heifer International may be able to triple 
match our donation totals.  
 

We partner with Heifer International to create lasting change in 
people’s lives globally and to fulfill Jesus’s call to care for the most 
marginalized. “For I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink” Matthew 25:35  
    

An Advent Candle Lighting Song 
Tune: W Żłobie Leży, a Polish folk melody 
(the same as “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”) 

Lyrics by Rev. Elana Keppel Levy, 2021 

Advent Response Candles Glowing, Promise Showing           
                                                                                    Elana Levy 

Hope 
Candles glowing, promise showing  
the great hope that calms our fear. 
Darkness scatters, worry shatters, 
Christ will always draw us near. 
Calms our sighing, hears our crying, 
helps our trying, love undying – 
Christ will always draw us near! 
Christ will always draw us near! 

 
*Hymn 271           Christ Is Coming! Let Creation   CWM RHONDDA 
 

Christ is coming! Let creation bid her groans and travail cease; 
let the glorious proclamation hope restore and faith increase; 
Christ is coming! Christ is coming! 
Come, O blessed Prince of Peace! Come, O blessed Prince of Peace! 
 

We can now but tell the story of your bitter cross and pain; 
we shall yet behold your glory in your coming back to reign; 
Christ is coming! Christ is coming! 
Let each heart repeat the strain. Let each heart repeat the strain. 
 

With that “blessed hope before us, let no harp remain unstrung; 
let the mighty advent chorus onward roll from tongue to tongue: 
Christ is coming! Christ is coming! 
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come! Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!" 
 
*Hymn 347        Tell His Praise in Song and Story    HOLY MANNA   
 

Tell his praise in song and story, bless the Lord with heart and voice; 
in my God is all my glory, come before him and rejoice. 
Join to praise his name together, he who hears his people’s cry; 
tell his praise, come wind or weather, shining faces lifted high. 
 

To the Lord whose love has found them cry the poor in their distress; 
swift his angels, camped around them, prove him sure to save and 
bless. God it is who hears our crying though the spark of faith be 
dim; taste and see! Beyond denying blest are those who trust in him. 
 

Taste and see! In faith draw near him, trust the Lord with all your 
powers; seek and serve him, love and fear him, life and all its joys are 
ours— true delight in holy living, peace and plenty, length of days; 
come, my children with thanksgiving bless the Lord in songs of 
praise. 
 

In our need he walks beside us, ears alert to every cry;  
watchful eyes to guard and guide us, love that whispers “It is I.”  
Good shall triumph, wrong be righted, God has pledged his promised 
word; so with ransomed saints united join to praise our living Lord! 
 
 

*Song of Response   
Hymn 135            Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus      HYFERYDOL              
 
 

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


