A Service of Worship

Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 19, 2023 11:00 a.m.

As we enter sacred space for worship, quiet your heart and mind,
centering your thoughts on God’s presence among us.

Gathering for Worship

Prelude Amazing Grace arr. Stamm
Baxter Jennings, organ

Welcome Rev. Dr. Libby Grammer

Call to Worship Dr. Grammer

Leader: We are blind to many things.

People: Lord, cure our blindness.
Leader: The light of God shines for us today.

People: Lord, pour that light on us.

Leader: Come, worship God who forgives
and heals your blindness.

People: Open our eyes, O Lord, that we might
see the world as you do.

Invocation & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

*Hymn 557 Open My Eyes, That I May See SCOTT

Hearing the Scriptures

Gospel Lesson/Reader’s Theatre John 9:1-41
Taylor Vecchia, William Underwood, David Cameron, Merle Prince

Children’s Worship Pastor Libby

After children’s worship, children age 5 and under are invited to
join our nursery workers for age-appropriate children's church.

*Please stand as you are able

Committing Our Lives

*Hymn 532 Be Thou My Vision SLANE

Prayer of Commitment Dr. Grammer

*Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OLD HUNDREDTH

Engaging the Scriptures

Anthem O Jesus I Have Promised John Carter

Sermon Seeing the Signs Dr. Grammer

Responding to God

*Song of Response

*Hymn 536 Open Our Eyes, Lord OPEN OUR EYES

*Benediction Dr. Grammer

*Congregational Response Lord, Have Mercy Merkel

LOI‘d, Have Mercy *  by: Steve Merkel
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Lord, have mercy;  Christ, have mercy;  Lord, have mercy on_ me.

Postlude Canon in F Albert Alain

Today is the Fourth Sunday in Lent. Lent is the season in which we
anticipate Jesus’ final trip to Jerusalem and the self-giving nature of
love shown in his passion and death. The season begins with Ash
Wednesday and extends for forty days through Saturday of Holy
Week. Sundays are excluded from Lent, being regarded as feast days
in the midst of the forty-day fast. Lent is a strongly penitential
season. The liturgical color is purple, used to symbolize penance,
preparation, sacrifice.

CCLI Song # 2989578 Steve Merkel
© 2000 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 2019471

Worship is Live Streamed on Facebook and YouTube each Sunday
morning at the worship hour and a video recording is posted on the
church website/YouTube page within 24-48 hours. To listen by phone
during the worship hour: Zoom Call-in Number: 1-833-548-0276;
Meeting ID: 276 632 6336 #, #

Children’s Worship Bags for all ages are in the Narthex (foyer at
the back of the Sanctuary). These bags are intended to help children
process what they are hearing and seeing as they worship with
their families. Please return the bags after worship so they can be
used in our next service.

Prayer Reminder

Church Family: John Abbott, Alice Bowman, John Buck,

Judy Szulecki Bunin, John Burgess, Mary Clifton, Martha Crawley,
Martha Drane, Nita Gauldin, Ann Grogan, Armand Harrell,
Sylvia Knight, George Lester, Marvin Midkiff, Betty Minter,

Betty Prillaman, Shirley Roark, Benny Shires, Shirley Stone,
Yvonne Turner, Gayle Williams

March Birthdays: 4 Karmon Martin, Ann Draper, 5 Benny Shires,
12 Marie Lannom, 13 John Fulcher, Merle Prince, 16 Dennis Knight,
Shannon Winters, 17 Tommy Doss, 22 Susan Sapp, 24 Marie Dalton,
26 Becky Stone, Marcus James, 28 Jerry Perdue

Deacons of the Month: Susan Sapp and John Fulcher
Deacons of the month assist your pastor and other deacons
with visitation as needed.

Worship Care Schedule
Sunday, March 19*-Nancy Thomas
Sunday, March 26™-Linda Gale

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Business Meeting Agenda, March 26, 2023 at 12:15 p.m.
1. Approval of the Minutes, 2. Financial Report, 3. Committee
Reports.

Welcome Sophie Clara Anderson! Sophie was born on February 20,
2023 and the proud parents are Mara (Doss) and Ryan Anderson.
The grandparent is Jon Doss and the great-grandparents are the late
David & Dot Doss.

Easter Lilies

Many of our members appreciate the opportunity to contribute to
the Easter floral decorations for the Sanctuary. This is a way to
honor or memorialize persons who are special to us. If you would
like to help, please send your dedication information and your
donation to the church office by Friday, March 31st. Your
dedication will be acknowledged in the Easter Sunday bulletin.

Gratitude for Giving...
GENERAL FUND: A gift has been given in memory of
Helen Dandridge by Joretta Draper.

Grace Network Jan.-Mar. 2023 Food Assignment:
Spaghetti Sauce (24 oz jar or can)
Please drop the food off in the Missions Room at the church.



MISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
OFFERING FOR Offering for Global Missions
GLOBAL MISSIONS WMy and the Church Missions
BECAUSE PRESENCE MATTERS Commlttee an].te you to glve
generously to our annual CBF Offering for Global Missions.
Share in the abundant life of Christ by giving to the Offering for
Global Missions. 100% of your gift will send CBF field personnel to
share the Gospel of Jesus Christ around the world.

Our goal this year is $3,000. Raised to date $750.
Help us meet and exceed our goal!

A Place At The Table
Jesus noticed how the invited guest sought out the best seats at the
table, so he began to teach: “Invite! Everyone is important.
Everyone is an honored guest. There is a place at the table for
everyone.”

CBF field personnel welcome everyone to the table by...

Engaging in community-level food security efforts
for the benefit of farmworker families in the U.S.

Ministering within some of the poorest counties in the United
States, including those considered “distressed” counties based on
low per capita income and high rates of poverty and
unemployment.

Assisting families with financial counseling, job-readiness skills,
applying for additional benefits and services.

Maintaining a network of hospitality houses to provide shelter,
food, prayer and rest to those experiencing homelessness, hunger,
poverty and addiction.

... And so much more because of your support for the Offering for
Global Missions.

This week’s Missionary Prayer: Elket Rodriguez

CBF Field Personnel in U.S. - Mexico Border

Elket is serving the communities and the migrants in the U.S.-
Mexico border, a region comprised of four U.S. states (Texas,
Arizona, New Mexico, and California) and six Mexican states
(Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leén, Coahuila, Chihuahua, Sonora, and Baja
California). He encourages churches along and across the U.S. and
Mexico border to engage with migrants, asylum seekers and the
vulnerable in their communities. He is also working so that
churches in Mexico can be trained on providing pastoral, grief and
trauma care to asylum seekers.

Elket’s ministry goals center on connecting migrant families along
the U.S. Mexico border to resources such as shelters, food pantries,
medical and legal assistance services, job opportunities,
sponsorship programs, and transportation, among many other.

Welcome to First Baptist Church!

We are #yourcitychurch in Martinsville...

A diverse community of believers coming from many Christian

traditions to worship, learn, and grow together as followers of
Jesus.

Serving God in our church, our community, and the world by
investing our energy and resources to living like Jesus called us to
live —in service to God and neighbor.

Growing and changing our ministries to include more variety in
our vision so as to meet the needs of our community. Come GROW
with us!

If you do not have a church home, you are welcome here.
Come and see what God is doing among us as we worship and serve
in Christ’s name.

Want to know more? Contact our Pastor: libby@fbcmartinsville.com
or 276-632-6336.

Open Invitation

Our congregation wishes to partner with you and your family on a
shared journey of faith. Whatever your background, we would love
to explore with you how to join with us as we minister to this
community together.

Please contact our pastor if you are interested in wanting to know
more about following Jesus, how to join this church as an active
participant, or if you'd like to recommit yourself to this church and
its ministry.

Our doors are always open.
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23 Starling Avenue
\ ‘ / Martinsville, VA 24112
(276) 632-6336
Rev. Dr. Libby M. Grammer Rev. David Cameron
Senior Pastor Associate Pastor for
Music & Worship

Baxter Jennings
Organist

www.fbcmartinsville.com
facebook.com/FirstBaptistMartinsville/

“Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope”

MARTINSVILLE, VA

Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope



*Hymn 557 Open My Eyes, That I May See SCOTT

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and

set me free.

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear,
and while the wave notes fall on my ear,

ev'rything false will disappear.

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth and let me bear gladly the warm truth ev’rywhere.
Open my heart and let me prepare

love with thy children thus to share.

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.

Open my mouth, illumine me, Spirit divine!

*Hymn 532 Be Thou My Vision SLANE

Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art—
thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word,
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,

high King of heaven, my Treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven'’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

*Song of Response
*Hymn 536

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus,
to reach out and touch him, and say that we love him.

Open Our Eyes, Lord OPEN OUR EYES

Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen,
open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.

Opportunities for the Week
Sunday, March 19

9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School-Rm 105-107/Zoom
9:45 a.m. Journey Small Group-Rm 110/Zoom
9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School-Church Nursery

11:00 a.m. Worship-Sanctuary/Online

Monday, March 20

12:00 p.m. Ladies’ Lunch & Learn-Rm. 105

6:00 p.m. Stillwater Small Group Rehearsal

7:00 p.m. Smith River Singers Rehearsal-Sanctuary
Tuesday, March 21

10:00 a.m. Children’s Chapel-Sanctuary

5:45 p.m. Business & Finance Committee-Rm. 105
Wednesday, March 22

10:00 a.m. Library Committee

12:15p.m.  ELC & Children & Youth Committees-Rm 105
4:30 p.m. Midweek Check-in/Zoom

Thursday, March 23

10:00 a.m. Bible Study-Leviticus/Zoom

5:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room

Holy Week Services & Events 2023

Palm Sunday Service
April 2" at 11:00 a.m.

FBC Sanctuary
Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom

Maundy Thursday Service
April 6th at 7:00 p.m.

FBC Sanctuary
Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom
A shared communion worship service with
Chatham Heights Baptist Church.

Good Friday/Tenebrae Service
April 7t at 7:00 p.m.
CHBC Sanctuary
Streamed on CHBC's Facebook page.
A shared worship service with Chatham Heights Baptist Church.

Easter Egg Hunt
April 8%, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.
FBC Parking Lot

Easter Sunday Service
April 9" at 11:00 a.m.
FBC Sanctuary
Streamed on Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom



