A Service of Worship

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 23, 2023 11:00 a.m.

As we enter sacred space for worship, quiet your heart and mind,
centering your thoughts on God’s presence among us.

Gathering for Worship

Prelude Sinfonia from Cantata #156 Bach
Anne Epperly, flute; John Fulcher, piano

Welcome Rev. Dr. Libby Grammer

Call to Worship Dr. Grammer

Leader: We look at this world, focusing on the pain
and confusion, the fears and hatred which
seem to abound.

People: For what can we hope?

Leader: We wait breathlessly for the goodness
of creation to be made manifest in all the world,
for this is the promise of God.

People: God is always with us, guiding, rescuing,
healing, restoring us.

Leader: Get ready, dear friends, the promises of God
are true.

People: Lord, quiet our spirits and open our hearts.
Bring us hope and peace.

Invocation & Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

*Hymn 384 This Is My Father’s World TERRA BEATA

Hearing the Scriptures

Reader’s Theatre Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Taylor Vecchia, Merle Prince, David Cameron, & Bill Sapp

*Please stand as you are able

Children’s Worship

After children’s worship, children age 5 and under are invited to
join our nursery workers for age-appropriate children's church.

Caroline Tucker

Committing Our Lives

*Hymn 381 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR

Prayer of Commitment Dr. Grammer

*Presentation of Tithes and Offerings
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OLD HUNDREDTH

Engaging the Scriptures

Anthem Let the Whole Creation Cry = Brooke/Martin

Sermon In the Weeds Dr. Grammer

Responding to God

*Song of Response
Hymn 45 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON

*Benediction Dr. Grammer
*Response Sing to the Lord of Harvest  Monsell/Hustad
Postlude Be Thou My Vision Slane

Baxter Jennings, organ; Martin Zwergel, alto saxophone

This is the season after Pentecost in the Christian year. Having
celebrated the “birthday of the church” through the giving of the
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, we enter the Season after
Pentecost for 24 weeks, to celebrate the existence of the church and
recall her mission in the world. The liturgical color for the season is
green, symbolic of the church’s growth and mission.

Flowers in the Sanctuary are in memory of Nancy Thomas,
given by her family.

We Welcome Anne Epperly and Martin Zwergel

to worship today as guest musicians.

Anne is a member of the United States Air Force Heritage of
America Band, where she plays flute and piccolo in the Concert
Band and the Heritage Winds Chamber Ensemble. She is a graduate
of the University of North Carolina School of the Arts and Aaron
Copland School of Music of Queens College, City University of New
York. Anne is the daughter of Judy Epperly.

Martin is a rising sophomore at The College of Wooster in Wooster,
Ohio, an honor graduate from Warwick High School in Newport
News, Va. Martin is the son of Anne Epperly and the grandson of
Judy Epperly.

Worship is Live Streamed on Facebook and YouTube each Sunday
morning at the worship hour and a video recording is posted on the
church website/YouTube page within 24-48 hours. To listen by phone
during the worship hour: Zoom Call-in Number: 1-833-548-0276;
Meeting ID: 276 632 6336 #, #

Children’s Worship Bags for all ages are in the Narthex (foyer at
the back of the Sanctuary). These bags are intended to help children
process what they are hearing and seeing as they worship with
their families. Please return the bags after worship so they can be
used in our next service.

Giving in Worship at First Baptist - We welcome your gifts to
support the mission and ministry of First Baptist Church. You can
give in worship by dropping your offering (check/cash) in our
offering plate in the Narthex, or you can give online anytime at

fbcmartinsville.com/give.

Prayer Reminder

Church Family: John Abbott, Alice Bowman, John Buck,
John Burgess, Mary Clifton, Martha Crawley, Martha Drane,
Nita Gauldin, Ann Grogan, Armand Harrell, George Lester,
Marvin Midkiff, Betsy Miers, Betty Minter, Betty Prillaman,
Shirley Roark, Benny Shires, Shirley Stone, Yvonne Turner,
Gayle Williams

July Birthdays: 4 Betty Sue Layton, 9 John Abbott, 10 Pam Burgess,
13 Ross Gale, 16 Baxter Jennings, 17 Shirley Reeves, 18 Rick Caudill,
20 Ruth Dandridge, 21 Imogene McMillan, 24 Joshua Penta,

25 Sue Lester, Sam Penta, 26 Debbie Stokes, 29 Nancy Arnold,
Stephens Turner, William Underwood

Deacons of the Month: Susan Sapp and Ross Gale
Deacons of the month assist your pastor and other deacons
with visitation as needed.

Worship Care Schedule
Sunday, July 23™- Crystal Darden
Sunday, July 30" - Ruth Anne Collins

Grace Network July-Sept. 2023 Food Assignment:
Spaghetti Sauce (24 oz jar or can)
Please drop the food off in the Missions Room at the church.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Welcome Caroline Tucker, New Associate Pastor for Families!
Please join us in the Bell Tower immediately after worship with
Chatham Heights Baptist Church for a light reception to welcome
Caroline on her first Sunday with FBC and CHBC.

Volunteers Needed for Back2School!

There are many opportunities to let your gifts shine during this
great event! If you can help email Tracy Hinchcliff:
tracy.hinchcliff@gracenetworkmhc.org or sign up in the church
office.

Registration July 25t 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Filling Backpacks August 1% 6:00 p.m.
The Big Event August 5% 7:30 a.m.

God’s Pit Crew Children’s Play Pails

We are excited to share a new mission project the WMU is
sponsoring this fall. We will be collecting items for “Children’s Play
Pail” buckets. These buckets will be distributed by God'’s Pit Crew to
children who have lost everything in a disaster situation. So that
you may begin looking for bargains now, the items below are
needed for each bucket:

Rolled Fleece Blanket
Coloring book/crayons
Children’s shampoo
Children’s toothbrush

Travel size toothpaste

8 inch or smaller stuffed animal
Children'’s soap Baby wipes
Baby Wipes

Gratitude for Giving...

GENERAL FUND: A gift has been given in memory of
Catherine Collins by Martha Medley.

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY: Gifts have been given in memory
of Nancy Thomas by Martha Medley, Richard & Linda Dorr,
Joan & Donnie Rozewicz, Max & Roslyn Wingett, and the
Helen Horne Class. LIBRARY FUND: A gift has been given
in memory of Nancy Thomas by the Helen Horne Class.

Opportunities for the Week
Sunday, July 23

9:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School-Rm 105-107/Zoom
9:45 a.m. Journey Small Group-Rm 110/Zoom

9:45 a.m. Children’s Sunday School-Church Nursery
11:00 a.m.  Worship-Sanctuary/Online

12:00 p.m. Welcome Reception for Caroline Tucker-Bell Tower

Monday, July 24

5:00 p.m. Mission Committee/Zoom
Wednesday, July 26

10:00 a.m. Library Committee

10:00 a.m. Trustee Meeting-Conference Room
Thursday, July 27

10:00 a.m. Bible Study-Numbers-Rm 105/Zoom
5:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room

Welcome to First Baptist Church!

We are #yourcitychurch in Martinsville...

A diverse community of believers coming from many Christian

traditions to worship, learn, and grow together as followers of
Jesus.

Serving God in our church, our community, and the world by
investing our energy and resources to living like Jesus called us to
live —in service to God and neighbor.

Growing and changing our ministries to include more variety in
our vision so as to meet the needs of our community. Come GROW

with us! MARTINSVILLE, VA

Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope
If you do not have a church home, you are welcome here.
Come and see what God is doing among us as we worship and serve
in Christ’s name.

Want to know more? Contact our Pastor: libby@fbcmartinsville.com
or 276-632-6336.

Open Invitation

Our congregation wishes to partner with you and your family on a
shared journey of faith. Whatever your background, we would love \
to explore with you how to join with us as we minister to this

community together.

Please contact our pastor if you are interested in wanting to know
more about following Jesus, how to join this church as an active
participant, or if you'd like to recommit yourself to this church and
its ministry.

Our doors are always open.

23 Starling Avenue
Martinsville, VA 24112
(276) 632-6336

MARTINSVILLE, VA

Rev. David Cameron
Associate Pastor for
Music & Worship

Rev. Dr. Libby Grammer
Senior Pastor

Caroline Tucker
Associate Pastor
for Families

Baxter Jennings
Organist

www.fbcmartinsville.com
facebook.com/FirstBaptistMartinsville/

“Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope”

Season after Pentecost



Hymn 384 This Is My Father’s World TERRA BEATA

This is my Father’s world,

and to my listening ears all nature sings,

and round me rings the music of the spheres.

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought of rocks
and trees, of skies and seas— his hand the wonders wrought.

This is our Father’s world: O let us not forget
that though the wrong is great and strong,

God is the ruler yet. He trusts us with his world,
to keep it clean and fair- all earth and trees,

all skies and seas, all creatures everywhere.

This is my Father’s world: he shines in all that’s fair;

in the rustling grass I hear him pass, he speaks to me everywhere.
This is my Father’s world: why should my heart be sad?

The Lord is King, let heaven ring! God reigns; let earth be glad!

Hymn 381 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR

Come, ye thankful people, come; raise the song of harvest home.
All is safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin.

God, our maker, does provide for our wants to be supplied;

come to God's own temple, come, raise the song of harvest home.

All the world is God's own field, fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown unto joy or sorrows grown.

First the blade, and then the ear, then the full corn shall appear,
Lord of harvest, grant that we wholesome grain and pure may be.

For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his harvest home,
from his field shall in that day all offenses purge away,

give his angels charge at last in the fire the tares to cast,

but the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore.

Even so, Lord, quickly come to your final harvest home,

gather all your people in, free from sorrow, free from sin,

there, forever purified, in your presence to abide.

Come, with all your angels, come, raise the glorious harvest home.

*Song of Response
Hymn 45 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me sone melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above;
praise his name—I'm fixed upon it—mname of God's redeeming love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer, hither by thy help I've come;

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger, bought me with his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be!

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, O, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above.



