
A Service of Worship 
 

Commitment Sunday  
 

November 17, 2024                                                                    11:00 a.m.   
 

As we enter sacred space for worship, quiet your heart and mind, 
centering your thoughts on God’s presence among us.     

______________________________________________ 
 

 Gathering for Worship 

Prelude                    Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus           arr. Buszin 
Baxter Jennings, organ  

 

Welcome                                                                  Rev. Steve Zimmerman 
 

Presentation                                                                               Gary Darden 
                                                                                                   Personnel Chair 
 

Call to Worship                                                            Rev. Zimmerman 

 
 

Leader: The Spirit is here among us 
 

People: within us, around us, between us.   

Leader: The Spirit is here to strengthen us 

 

People: bringing courage, bringing conviction. 
 

Leader: The Spirit is here to move us, 

 

People: as we sing and praise God. 
 

Leader: The Spirit is here. 
 

All: May we feel the Spirit as we gather. 
       May we be fed by the Spirit’s wisdom. 
       May we be guided by the Spirit as we commit         
       our time, offerings, and gifts to be used to glorify God.   
      Amen. 

 

*Hymn 108             Come, Christians, Join to Sing             MADRID 
 

 

Hearing the Scriptures 
 

 New Testament Lesson      Philippians 4:10-20                  Bill Sapp 
 

The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message                                                            Pastor Caroline              
After children’s worship, children age 5 and under are invited to 
join our nursery workers for age-appropriate children's church. 

 

 

Committing Our Lives 
  

*Hymn 433   Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life    GERMANY 
 

*Please stand as you are able 

Prayer of Commitment & Lord’s Prayer    Rev. Caroline Taminger         
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  
Amen. 

 

*Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                   
     Doxology           OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Engaging the Scriptures 
 

Anthem                            I Give You Thanks                                    Lindh 
 

Sermon                              It's Better Shared     Rev. Steve Zimmerman 
                                                                                   

Responding to God 
 

 *Song of Response  
      Hymn 736                 Rescue the Perishing                      RESCUE 
 

*Benediction                                                                      Rev. Zimmerman              
 

*Response        They Asked “Who’s My Neighbor?”          Wesson    
 

Postlude                   All Praise to Thee, My God              Tallis/Young 
 
Today is Commitment Sunday at First Baptist Church. During the 
service, in addition to blessing our tithes and offerings, our church 
family prayerfully presents their financial pledges to God and the 
ministries of this church for the coming year. (If you haven’t had a 
chance to fill yours out yet, please make your heart dedication today 
and mail/email your pledge card this week to the church office). 
 

Giving in Worship at First Baptist – We welcome your gifts to 
support the mission and ministry of First Baptist Church. You can 
give in worship by dropping your offering (check/cash) in our 
offering plate in the Narthex, or you can give online anytime at 
fbcmartinsville.com/give.  
 

This is the season after Pentecost in the Christian year. Having 
celebrated the “birthday of the church” through the giving of the 
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, we enter the Season after 
Pentecost for 24 weeks, to celebrate the existence of the church and 
recall her mission in the world. The liturgical color for the season is 
green, symbolic of the church’s growth and mission.  
 

Thank you to Kevin Lewis for directing the hymns and choir in  
Rev. Cameron’s absent.  
 

Children’s Worship Bags for all ages are in the Narthex (foyer at 
the back of the Sanctuary). These bags are intended to help children 
process what they are hearing and seeing as they worship with 
their families. Please return the bags after worship so they can be 
used in our next service. 
 

Nursery Available  
Our nursery is available for children 4 and under. The nursery is 
down the hall from the Narthex and to the right.  
 

Worship is Live Streamed on Facebook and YouTube each Sunday 
morning at the worship hour and a video recording is posted on the 
church website/YouTube page within 24-48 hours. To listen by phone 
during the worship hour: Zoom Call-in Number: 1-833-548-0276; 
Meeting ID: 276 632 6336 #, # 

 

Prayer Reminder 
Church Family: Alice Bowman, John Burgess, Mary Clifton,  
Martha Crawley, Martha Drane, Judy Epperly, John Fulcher,  
Ann Grogan, Armand Harrell, George Lester, Betsy Miers,  
Betty Minter, Betty Prillaman, Shirley Roark, Benny Shires,  
Shirley Stone, Yvonne Turner 
 

November Birthdays: 15 David Cameron, 18 Chuck Martin,  
21 Roslyn Wingett, 22 Joe Engle, 24 Helen Wright  
 

Deacon of the Month: Bob Moore 
Deacon of the month assists other deacons with visitation  
as needed. 

 

Children’s Chapel & Worship Care 
Sunday, November 17th – Crystal Darden & Roslyn Wingett 
Sunday, November 24th – Mary Lewis Johnston 
 

Opportunities for the Week 
Sunday, November 17 
9:30 a.m.      Adult Sunday School-Rm 105-107/Zoom 
11:00 a.m.    Worship-Sanctuary/Online 
12:00 p.m. Luncheon for Kenny Smith-Fellowship Hall 
Monday, November 18 
6:00 p.m.   Still Water-Choir Room 
7:00 p.m.   Smith River Singers-Sanctuary 
Tuesday, November 19 
10:30 a.m. Administrative Planning Meeting-Rm. 105 
6:00 p.m.   Business & Finance Committee-Rm. 105 
Thursday, November 21 
10:00 a.m.      Bible Study-Rm. 105 /1 Samuel 
11:00 a.m.   ELC Music-Music Room 
1:00 p.m.   Children & Youth Committee-Rm. 105 
4:15 p.m.   School Age Chapel-Sanctuary 
5:30 p.m.   Choir-Choir Room 

 
 



Announcements 
 

Kenny Smith’s 40-year Anniversary Celebration 
Today after Worship 
We will celebrate with Kenny his many years of service to FBC! 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall to thank him and enjoy lunch. Please 
bring your favorite side. There will be a basket for cards for Kenny.  
 

Business Meeting Agenda, November 24, 2024   
12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
1. Approval of the Minutes, 2. Financial Report, 3. Committee 
Reports. 4. Vote to approve Nominees for Deacon. 5. Presentation 
and approval of the Monument Sign. 
 

Decorate Sanctuary for Christmas 
Sunday, November 24th at 2:30 p.m. 
We will be setting up the new Christmas trees and decorating the 
Narthex and Sanctuary for the Christmas season since December 1st 
will be the first Sunday of Advent! Please let the church office know 
if you plan to help. We need people to help carry the trees, set them 
up, and decorate with Chrismons.   
 

FBC Angel Tree 
This year the ELC is participating in the Salvation Army’s Angel 
Tree Mission Project. Members of First Baptist are welcome to 
participate as well. To participate, take a tag and return it with the 
gifts by Friday December 6th to the wall next to the Angel Tree 
located near the ELC entrance to the church in the hallway. Make 
sure to include the tag on the bag with the gift. 
 

Patrick Henry Elementary Food Pantry Reminder 
Patrick Henry Elementary School will be providing food bags for 
students who need extra food over the weekends. A list of items can 
be found on the bulletin board outside the church office. Please 
place any of the items in the box marked "PHE" in Room 103. 
 

Grace Network Oct.-Dec. 2024 Food Assignment:  
Applesauce (24-32 oz) 
Please drop the food off in the Missions Room at the church. 

 

MHC Warming Center 
The Warming Center opened on November 1st and will provide a 
safe, warm overnight stay when temperatures are below 40°.  
First Baptist Church is a drop off location for needed items. We 
cannot take in frozen food or meals. Here are some of needed  
items and a complete list is on the bulletin board outside the  
church office: 
 

Cases of water Snack food 
Back packs Toothpaste & toothbrush 
Hand warmers Non-perishable food items 
Toilet paper & paper towels Deodorant 

 

Place all items in the Missions Room 103. 
 

 

 
 

Welcome to First Baptist Church! 
 

We are #yourcitychurch in Martinsville… 
 

Coming together with many Christian traditions to worship, 
learn, and grow together as followers of Jesus.  
 

Serving God in our church, our community, and the world by 
investing our energy and resources to living like Jesus called us to 
live — in service to God and neighbor.  
 

Growing and changing our ministries to include more variety in 
our vision so as to meet the needs of our community.  
 

 
 

Open Invitation 
 

Our congregation wishes to partner with you and your family on a 
shared journey of faith. Whatever your background, we would love 
to explore with you how to join with us as we minister to this 
community together.  
 

If you are interested in wanting to know more about following 
Jesus, how to join this church as an active participant, or if you'd 
like to recommit yourself to this church and its ministry, contact us 
at info.fbcmartinsville.com, (276) 632-6336, 
steve@fbcmartinsville.com or his cell (336) 214-3958. 
 

 

Our doors are always open. Come see and serve what God is doing 
among us as we worship in Christ’s name. 

 
_______________________________________ 

 
 

 
23 Starling Avenue 
Martinsville, VA 24112 
(276) 632-6336 
 

 
 
 

Rev. Steve Zimmerman 
Interim Pastor 

Rev. David Cameron 
Associate Pastor for 

Music & Worship 
 

Rev. Caroline Taminger 
Associate Pastor 

for Families 

Baxter Jennings 
Organist 

 
 

 

www.fbcmartinsville.com  
facebook.com/FirstBaptistMartinsville/ 

 
 

“Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope” 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commitment Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn 108             Come, Christians, Join to Sing             MADRID 
 

Come, Christians, join to sing Alleluia! Amen! 
loud praise to Christ our King; Alleluia! Amen! 
Let all, with heart and voice, before his throne rejoice; 
praise is his gracious choice: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

Come, lift your hearts on high, Alleluia! Amen! 
let praises fill the sky; Alleluia! Amen! 
He is our guide and friend, to us he'll condescend; 
his love shall never end: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

Praise yet our Christ again; Alleluia! Amen! 
life shall not end the strain; Alleluia! Amen! 
On heaven’s blissful shore, his goodness we’ll adore, 
singing forevermore, "Alleluia! Amen!" 
 
*Hymn 433   Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life    GERMANY 
 

Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
where sound the cries of race and clan, 
above the noise of selfish strife, 
we hear your voice, O Son of Man! 
 

In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
on shadowed thresholds dark with fears, 
from paths where hide the lures of greed, 
we catch the vision of your tears. 
 

The cup of water given for you 
still holds the freshness of your grace; 
yet long these multitudes to view 
the strong compassion of your face. 
 

O Master, from the mountainside, 
make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
among these restless throngs abide, 
O tread the city's streets again; 
 

Till all the world shall learn your love, 
and follow where your feet have trod; 
till glorious from your heaven above 
shall come the city of our God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Song of Response  
   Hymn 736                 Rescue the Perishing                      RESCUE 
 

Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, 
snatch them in pity from sin and the grave; 
weep o’er the erring one, lift up the fallen, 
tell them of Jesus the mighty to save. 
 

Refrain 
Rescue the perishing, Care for the dying; 
Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save. 

Though they are slighting him, still he is waiting, 
waiting the penitent child to receive; 
plead with them earnestly, plead with them gently, 
he will forgive if they only believe. Refrain 
Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, 
feelings lie buried that grace can restore; 
touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, 
chords that were broken will vibrate once more. Refrain 

Rescue the perishing, duty demands it; 
strength for thy labor the Lord will provide; 
back to the narrow way patiently win them, 
tell the poor wanderer a Savior has died. Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


