FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
MARTINSVILLE, VA

Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope

Dear Church Family,

As 2024 draws toward 2025, | want to take a moment to reflect on the blessings we have
experienced this year and give thanks for all that has been accomplished.

Our church facility has been refreshed and updated. We are meeting our mission goals for
2024, and thanks to the vision and strong leadership of our ELC Director and the Church
Building and Grounds Committee, the ELC has been updated with renovated rooms, and has
attained full State accreditation.

The 2025 Budget was approved at the October 27, 2024 business meeting. In this enclosed
brochure you will see how the line items in our budget are used in our continuing ministry.
Please read this material prayerfully, and consider how you can help us meet the needs of the
church during 2025.

Your Finance Committee and | ask that you take time during the next couple weeks to look
over the enclosed giving step chart and your most recent giving statement. Can you take one or
more steps up to support your church’s ability to continue in expanded ministry this year? Can
you pledge to give of your time and talent in specific ministries?

This year, with sadness, we bid our Senior Pastor Libby Grammer farewell as she continues in
her ministry at Lakeside Church in Rocky Mount, NC. We are blessed to be under the strong
leadership of Rev. Steve Zimmerman who will be serving as our Interim Pastor as we begin this
new chapter in the life of our church family.

As we plan for this new year, we need everyone to carefully, prayerfully plan for increasing the
vitality and productivity of our church, generously giving of our time and resources to continue
our work in this community.

We celebrated 140 years as a Church family, and as we look to the future First Baptist and our
sister church, Chatham Heights Baptist stand poised to serve our community in 2025.

With our Lord’s ever-present guidance, we begin our ministry again.

In Christ,
Bill Sapp, Chairman of Business and Finance
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2025 MINISTRY PLAN

First Baptist Church has a 140-year legacy of faithful and committed church members
listening to God’s Spirit and taking action. This year, we want to build on that legacy
with creativity and generosity to reach our community and our world.

Music & Worship—Approximately 16% of the Annual Budget

Worship is the primary gathering point for our
congregation. We value the worship of God as the main
function of a church.

A deeply important part of our worship of God is music.
First Baptist has a long history of making beautiful
music for all ages in worship. Your gifts help to
encourage musical excellence in our worship services,
as well as the teaching of music to the next generation.

I will sing to the Lord all my life; as long as I live | will sing
praises to my God.” Psalm 104:33

Congregational Care—Approximately 17% of the Annual Budget

= \_| As a church, we care for one another through the ministries
A of visitation, wedding and funeral services, hospital visits,
deacon care, and prayer ministries.

| = | We also care for one another during our gatherings of
a : ] fellowship and fun, from shared meals to special receptions.

] Your gifts support these endeavors to love one another as
1 church family.

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
| especially to those who are of the household of faith.” Galatians
6:10

Our physical spaces for worship, study, service,
fellowship, and our Early Learning Center, are gifts we
maintain for ministry uses both for our church family as
well as our community.

We seek to be good stewards of the space we have, and |}
in recent months have been exploring how we might ’
best be good neighbors in Martinsville & Henry County
through the sharing of our facilities.

I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house
of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1
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Missions 8 Outreach—Approx1mately 26% of the Annual Budget

= First Baptist is committed to reaching our neighbors with
the love of Christ. We believe Christ called us to love our
neighbors through both word and action. We support our
mission partners locally, statewide, nationally, and around
the world.

We also separately raise funds for mission opportunities
annually through our non-budgeted Missions Opportunities
fund.

Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” Mark 16:15

Spiritual Growth—Approximately 21% of the Annual Budget

Splrltual growth, or growmg as followers of Jesus is the

the Scriptures, praying, and learnlng about our falth in
community: these are all part of how we learn to love God
and love our neighbors most successfully.

We not only learn for our own

spiritual growth, though. We also teach the stories and lesson

of the Bible to our children, a holy responsibility of sharing

, how God in Christ has changed us for the better, so to better

| the world for generations to come. Your gifts support our

staff and lay leaders to share these stories with young and
old.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing
one another in all wisdom. Colossians 3:16

2025 Ministry Priorities 2025 Budget Summary

First Baptist Church

Projected Income: $528,923.91

Projected Income from Pledges/Donations:
$343,946.92

Spiritual Growth

i First Baptist Church

Early Learning Center
An outreach ministry of First Baptist Church
(not included in figures above)
Projected Income: $987,680 (small increase in
Music & Worship tuitio n)
s Projected Expenditures:
Administration: $53,729.00
Personnel: $841,237.09 (Salary Increases)
ELC Church Contribution: $53,750.00
Assoc. Family Pastor: $16,635.00
Financial Secretary Cont.: $18,944.54




23 STARLING AVENUE | 276.632.6336 /,g{El;..\
L]

WWW.FBCMARTINSVILLE.COM MARTINSVILLE, VA

OUR CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Steve Zimmerman, Interim Pastor

zimmermansteve82@gmail.com

Rev. David Cameron, Associate Pastor for
Music &§ Worship

david@fbcmartinsville.com

Caroline Taminger, Associate Pastor for Families

caroline@fbcmartinsville.com

Kaylee White, Financial Secretary

kaylee@fbcmartinsville.com

Mary Taylor, Admin. Assistant

mary@fbcmartinsville.com

Beth Kotchish, Early Learning Director

beth@fbcmartinsville.com

Baxter Jennings, Organist

A Message from Your 2024 Business § Finance Committee

We thank you for your commitment to First Baptist Church. We believe that our church family,
guided by Jesus Christ, is being called to Live Faith, Be Love, and Speak Hope so we can do
more than ever before. With joyful hearts, we are pledging our own support of this 2025
Ministry Plan and church budget, and we hope you will do the same.

While a ministry plan and budget are only predictions, we believe that this plan is one that
represents our congregation’s commitment to giving generously. You can pick up a detailed
copy of the 2025 church budget in the Financial Secretary’s office, by emailed PDF, or you may
call the church office to request a copy be mailed.

May God continue to inspire us and help us grow in generosity and faith as we give our time,
talents, and resources, in 2025.

We are committed to stepping out in faith as we continue our ministries and become the
disciples, we are called to be in 2025!

Bill Sapp, Chair Marsha Frith Ron Austin
Marcus James, Vice Chair Merle Prince Herb Collins, Treasurer

Commitment Sunday is November 17, 2024
Turn in your pledge card to the offering plate, send to the church office by mail or

in-person before November 17th, or email your pledge to Kaylee White.
May we commit ourselves to generous ministry in the coming year.




