
A Service of Christmas Eve Worship 
Candlelight and Holy Communion 

 

December 24, 2024                                                                     4:00 p.m.   
 

Welcome to worship as we tell the story of Jesus’ birth  
and celebrate the wonder of the Holy Child being born. 

______________________________________________ 
 

Prelude   Pastorale from Sonata on Joy to the World                             
Peter Ramsey           

Anne Epperly, flute; Martin Zwergel, tenor saxophone;  
Baxter Jennings, piano 

 

Welcome & Invocation                                         Rev. Dr. Mike Hatfield 
 

Call to Worship              
 

One:  Was ever there such a night, 
All:   When stars shone bright, 
One:  When angels formed a heavenly chorus, 
All:   And shepherds quaked? 
One:  Was ever there such a birth, 
All:   When a baby’s cry meant God is now here? 
One:  Was ever there a moment like now, 
All:   When we let the majesty and simplicity of the story  
           touch our hearts, 

       One:  When we draw closer to the family and God, 
All:   When we sing with deep feeling and  
           overflowing joy? 
One:  Oh, this is the night! 
All:   And the story is still told, the carols still sung and  
          something new happens again and again. 

 

*Carol 150                   What Child Is This?                GREENSLEEVES 
 

Reading the Word of Christ                                                 Karen Doss 
Isaiah 9:2-7 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle                                              Karen Doss 
 

A Prayer for the Advent of Christ 
 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  
Alleluia! 

 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth.  Alleluia!  

 

O Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, the mighty Word, 
sustaining the universe: Renew our lives by your presence.  

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

 
*Please stand as you are able 

O Christ, born into the world in the fullness of time for the 
liberation of all creation:  Release all into your promised 
freedom. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

O Christ, begotten of the Father before all time, born in a 
stable at Bethlehem:  May your church be a sign of hope and 
joy. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in 
fulfillment of their expectations:  Fulfill our desires in you.  

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

O Christ, born of the virgin Mary, child of wonder and 
splendor, Mighty God of all ages, Prince of Peace:  May the 
whole world live in peace and justice.  

 

Lord, have mercy.  Amen.   
 

Our Song of Advent 133          O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   
                                                                 (5th verse)                         VENI EMMANUEL 

O Come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and 
mind; bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill all the world  
with heaven’s peace. 

   Rejoice! rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

*Carol 147                        Away in a Manger          AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

Gospel Lesson                       Luke 2:1-18                                Dr. Hatfield 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

Meditation           Looking Through Jesus’ Eyes                Dr. Hatfield 
         

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION 
 

Congregational Prayer of Confession 
 

When we allow darkness to overcome the light, 
Forgive us, Lord. 
 

When we reduce Christmas to plastic and tinsel, 
Have mercy on us, Father. 
 

When hardness of heart keeps us from seeing and  
hearing and touching,  
Let your grace consume us, O God. 
 

When the wars around us are of no concern, 
Forgive us, Lord, and move us to compassion  
for those who suffer. 
 

When our caring is not extended to action, 
Move us to seek justice for our brothers and sisters. 
 

We come to confess our sinfulness before you  
and each other. 

 

We are but dust without your love.  Remove all barriers 
that divide us, and let there be no obstacle to our love for 
you and for one another.  Amen. 

 

Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
 

Duet                                      The First Noël         arr. Rickey Lombardo 
Anne Epperly, flute; Martin Swergel, alto saxophone 

    

Sharing the Light* 
*Pass the Christ Light by lighting the candles of those in your 
row with you; keep your candle lit through the benediction. 

 

*Carol 164                   Silent Night! Holy Night!          STILLE NACHT 
 

*Benediction                                                                                Dr. Hatfield  
Wondrous God, take us to Bethlehem, to a quiet place and  
a humble birth. Let us, too, fall on our knees in adoration, 
open our hearts to a smiling child, and rise ready to love 
and to serve. Amen.                      

 

Postlude     Vite From Sonata “Joy to the World”      Peter Ramsey 
Anne Epperly and Baxter Jennings 

 
We welcome Anne Epperly and Martin Zwergel as guest 
musicians this morning. Anne Epperly is retired from the United 
States Air Force, after serving over 21 years as a flutist in Air Force 
regional bands. Anne recently completed a Master of Music in Music 
Education degree from Carnegie Mellon University. She is an 
elementary and instrumental music educator in Pittsburgh, PA. 
 

Martin Zwergel is a fourth year student at The College of Wooster, 
majoring in Physics. As a member of the Scot Symphonic Band, 
Martin has performed on tours in Philadelphia and New York City 
and is preparing for performances in Boston in spring, 2026. Martin 
is also a member of the Wooster Jazz Ensemble and jazz combo. 
 

Please return all candles (wax & battery-operated) after the service 
to the baskets in the Narthex. 
 

Children’s Worship Bags for all ages are in the Narthex (foyer at 
the back of the Sanctuary). These bags are intended to help children 
process what they are hearing and seeing as they worship with 
their families. Please return the bags after worship so they can be 
used in our next service. 
 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

 
 
 



Worship Leaders 

Rev. Dr. Mike Hatfield, Senior Pastor 

Rev. John Fulcher, Interim Associate Pastor for Music & Worship 

Baxter Jennings, Organ 
 

Many thanks to our other dedicated worship team: Kaylee White 
for filming, live streaming, Zach Ronspees for running sound, and 
Linda Dorr for editing/posting the video.  

 
 

Give & Serve with us this Christmas Season 
 

Serve at Richard’s Dinner, Tomorrow, December 25th  
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., FBC Fellowship Hall. 
Volunteer to deliver or help serve meals to our neighbors.  
Each year, our church hosts the annual Richard's Dinner on 
Christmas Day for all who need a meal at Christmas. This dinner, in 
cooperation with Grace Network of Martinsville and Henry County, 
serves hundreds of meals each year so no one will ever be alone for 
a Christmas dinner! To give financially to this ministry, contact 
Grace Network (276-638-8500). To volunteer, call 276-732-3422.  

 

Give to our Christmas Missions Offering: Heifer International 
The WMU is sponsoring a churchwide mission project during 
December. Last year we raised enough for Heifer International to 
enable us to give the gift of one Water for Life systems; send two 
girls to school; purchase two honeybee hives; purchase two 
flocks of chicks and two garden seeds. We hope to do the same 
this year! You may write a check and/or use one of your offering 
Special Gift envelopes noting “Heifer International” on the “for” 
line. You can mail or bring it by the church or give online, adding 
Heifer International in the memo line.  The deadline for our 
campaign is December 30th.   
 

Give to the Ministries of FBC Martinsville 
Partner with us in ministry by giving in-person at the offering plate 
at the Sanctuary entrance or online at fbcmartinsville.com/give. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to First Baptist Church! 
 

We are #yourcitychurch in Martinsville… 
 

Coming together with many Christian traditions to worship, 
learn, and grow together as followers of Jesus.  
 

Serving God in our church, our community, and the world by 
investing our energy and resources to living like Jesus called us to 
live — in service to God and neighbor.  
 

Growing and changing our ministries to include more variety in 
our vision so as to meet the needs of our community.  

 
________________________________________ 

 
Open Invitation 

 

Our congregation wishes to partner with you and your family on a 
shared journey of faith. Whatever your background, we would love 
to explore with you how to join with us as we minister to this 
community together.  
 

If you are interested in wanting to know more about following 
Jesus, how to join this church as an active participant, or if you'd 
like to recommit yourself to this church and its ministry, contact us 
at info.fbcmartinsville.com, (276) 632-6336, 
mike@fbcmartinsville.com or his cell (276) 340-7550. 
 

 

Our doors are always open. Come see what God is doing and serve 
among us as we worship in Christ’s name. 

 
 

_______________________________________ 
 
 

 
23 Starling Avenue 
Martinsville, VA 24112 
(276) 632-6336 
 

 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Mike Hatfield 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. John Fulcher 
Interim Associate Pastor for 

Music & Worship 
 

 

Baxter Jennings 
Organist 

 

www.fbcmartinsville.com  
facebook.com/FirstBaptistMartinsville/ 

 
 

“Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



*Carol 150                    What Child Is This?                GREENSLEEVES 
 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
Chorus: 
This, this is Christ the King,  
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, The Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 
Chorus 
 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh,  
Come, peasant, king to own Him. The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Chorus 
 
*Carol 147                        Away in a Manger          AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky 
and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  
close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 
 
 
*Carol 164                   Silent Night! Holy Night!          STILLE NACHT 
 

Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright 
’round yon virgin mother and Child, holy infant so tender and mild,  
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.                                                               
 

Silent night! holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia; 
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Silent night! holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light,  
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming 
grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 
 
 


