
 A Service of Worship 
 

First Sunday after Christmas 
  

December 28, 2025                                                                     11:00 a.m.   
 

As we enter sacred space for worship, quiet your heart and mind, 
centering your thoughts on God’s presence among us.     

______________________________________________ 
 

 Gathering for Worship 
Welcome                                                                             Rev. John Fulcher 
 

Prelude          While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks   
McCabe & Moriarty      

Baxter Jennings, piano; Katherine Walker, flute 
 

Call to Worship                                                      Rev. John Fulcher 

One:   It is still Christmas. 
All:     Joy is still loose in the world, 
One:   Love is lodged in hearts, 
All:    And peace is still our fervent hope. 
One:   It is still Christmas, 
All:    Though the presents are all unwrapped, 
One:   The batteries have run down, 
All:    And family members have returned home. 
One:   It is still Christmas, 
All:    For God begins anew, 
One:   Giving us a baby to care for 
All:    And calling us to live with tender compassion,  
            gentle care and overflowing love. 
         

The Service of Baptism                                                          Dr. Hatfield 

 

Leader:  Jessica is here  to be baptized into Christ which   
                 is the Church. Let us hear her confession of faith. 
 

Pastor:  Do  you, Jessica,  surrender your life to Christ as   
                 Savior and Lord and do you ask for baptism in the  
                 Church so that you may now and always be  
                 in Christ? 
 

Response of Candidate 
 

Leader: Since baptism is a covenant with the Father of   
                Jesus Christ and His people, what is your word to  
                Jessica? 
 

 
 

*Please stand as you are able 
 
 

Congregation: 
We accept Jessica into this community of faith. We   
promise to walk with her in Christian love.  We add  
our faith to hers so that we share in her baptism. We 
count it all a joy to receive a new member into the  
family of God. 

 

Pastor:  Amen 
 

Baptism of Candidate 
 

We rejoice in the baptism today of Jessica Brannock. We 
make covenant to pray for her and encourage her in her 
Christian pilgrimage. 

 

Invocation                                                                                    Rev. Fulcher 
 

Hearing the Scriptures 
 

Old Testament Lesson      Isaiah 52:1-7                           Pam Caudill 
The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God.  

 

Our Gospel Lesson            Matthew 2:1-10 
The Word of the Lord; Thanks be to God.  

 

Duet                        We Three Kings of Orient Are            arr. Raney         
Baxter Jennings, organ; John Fulcher, piano 

 

Children’s Worship                                                                         Dr. Mike 
 

Committing Our Lives 
 

Prayer of Commitment & Lord’s Prayer                          Dr. Hatfield 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

+*Presentation of Tithes and Offerings                                   

     Doxology           OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Engaging the Scriptures 
 

Solo                               Silent Night 
Katherine Walker, flute; Baxter Jennings 

 

Sermon                               The Week After                            Dr. Hatfield 
 

 

Responding to God 

*Song of Response  
    Hymn 185   We Three Kings of Orient Are    KINGS OF ORIENT 

 

*Benediction                                                                                Dr. Hatfield 
We have celebrated together that Jesus Christ came not only for 
Christians, but to be known by every person, every country, 
every culture on earth. For he is the Savior of all. May we come 
to know him better and then make him known to others, 
especially by the way we live. 
 

And may almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. Amen.   

 

Postlude                              The First Noel 
Katherine Walker, piano 

  A musical reflection on our worship of God today. 
 

 
Today is the First Sunday After Christmas in the Christian year. 
The season of Christmastide is a twelve-day celebration of the birth 
of Christ, beginning on Christmas Day and lasting until January 5. It 
is primarily a celebration of God’s incarnation. The liturgical color 
white is used symbolic of the purity of Christ. 
 

We Welcome Katherine Walker (Kat) as our guest musician. She 
is Director of Music at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints. 
 

+Giving in Worship at First Baptist – We welcome your gifts to 
support the mission and ministry of First Baptist Church. You can 
give in worship by dropping your offering (check/cash) in our 
offering plate in the Narthex, or you can give online anytime at 
fbcmartinsville.com/give.  
 

Nursery  
Our nursery is available for children seven and under.  
The nursery is down the hall from the Narthex and to the right.  
 

Children’s Worship Bags for all ages are in the Narthex (foyer at 
the back of the Sanctuary). These bags are intended to help children 
process what they are hearing and seeing as they worship with 
their families. Please return the bags after worship so they can be 
used in our next service. 
 

Our Worship is Live Streamed on Facebook and YouTube each 
Sunday morning at the worship hour and a video recording is posted 
on the church website/YouTube page within 24-48 hours. To listen by 
phone during the worship hour: Zoom Call-in Number:  
1-833-548-0276; Meeting ID: 276 632 6336 #, # 
 

 
 
 



Reminders 
December Birthdays: 26 James Stokes, 29 Chrissy Kinzer, 31 Jim Frith  
January Birthdays: 1 Herb Collins, 10 Ran Isley, 16 Bobby Moore,  
18 Karen Doss, 22 Martha Drane, 23 Yvonne Turner,  
29 Joretta Draper, 30 Richard Dorr 
 

Prayers for our Church Family: John Burgess, Mary Clifton,  
Martha Drane, Ann Grogan, Imogene McMillan, Betty Prillaman, 
Shirley Reeves, Shirley Roark, Benny Shires, Yvonne Turner 
 

Opportunities for the Week 
 

 

Sunday, December 28 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School-Rm. 105 
11:00 a.m. Worship-Sanctuary/Online 
Thursday, January 1 
Office & ELC Closed- Happy New Year! 
 

Gratitude for Giving 
ELC SCHOLARSHIP FUND: A gift has been given in memory of  
Kay Wilke by Linda Read. HEIFER INTERNATIONAL : A gift has  
been given in memory of Bitsy Fulcher Morgan by Sue Lester. 
GRACE NETWORK: A Gift has been given in memory of  
Bisty Fulcher Morgan, Armand Harrell, George Lester,  
Kenny Smith, and Meg Wells. 

 

Announcements and Mission Opportunities  
 

Words of Thanks! 
We are so grateful for the monetary gift that you gave us this 
Christmas and for the many thoughtful acts of appreciation this 
year. – Your church staff: Dr. Mike Hatfield, Rev. John Fulcher, 
Kaylee White, Mary Taylor, Baxter Jennings, Pete Compton,  
Beth Kotchish, and the ELC teachers and staff. 
 
Offering Envelopes  
Please pick up your envelopes in the Bell Tower. 

 

Churchwide Christmas Missions Offering: Heifer International 
The WMU is sponsoring a churchwide mission project during 
December. Last year we raised enough for Heifer International to 
enable us to give the gift of one Water for Life systems; send two 
Girls to School; purchase two honeybee hives; purchase two 
flocks of chicks and two garden seeds. We hope to do the same 
this year! Giving to Heifer in honor of a loved one can be a great 
Christmas gift for those on your gift list who already have all they 
need! You may write a check and/or use one of your offering 
Special Gift envelopes noting “Heifer International” on the “for” 
line. You can mail or bring it by the church or give online, adding 
Heifer International in the memo line.  The deadline for our 
campaign is this Wednesday, December 30th.   

 
 

Grace Network Jan.-March 2025 Food Assignment: Pancake Mix 
Place items in the Missions Room 103. 

Welcome to First Baptist Church! 
 

We are #yourcitychurch in Martinsville… 
 

Coming together with many Christian traditions to worship, 
learn, and grow together as followers of Jesus.  
 

Serving God in our church, our community, and the world by 
investing our energy and resources to living like Jesus called us to 
live — in service to God and neighbor.  
 

Growing and changing our ministries to include more variety in 
our vision so as to meet the needs of our community.  

 
________________________________________ 

 
Open Invitation 

 

Our congregation wishes to partner with you and your family on a 
shared journey of faith. Whatever your background, we would love 
to explore with you how to join with us as we minister to this 
community together.  
 

If you are interested in wanting to know more about following 
Jesus, how to join this church as an active participant, or if you'd 
like to recommit yourself to this church and its ministry, contact us 
at info.fbcmartinsville.com, (276) 632-6336, 
mike@fbcmartinsville.com or his cell (276) 340-7550. 
 

 

Our doors are always open. Come see what God is doing and serve 
among us as we worship in Christ’s name. 

 
_______________________________________ 

 
 

 
23 Starling Avenue 
Martinsville, VA 24112 
(276) 632-6336 
 

 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Mike Hatfield 
Senior Pastor 

Rev. John Fulcher 
Interim Pastor for 

          Music & Worship 
 

 

Baxter Jennings 
Organist 

 

www.fbcmartinsville.com  
facebook.com/FirstBaptistMartinsville/ 

 
 

“Live Faith, Be Love, Speak Hope” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Christmastide 
 
 
 
 
 



 
*Song of Response  

    Hymn 185           We Three Kings of Orient Are    KINGS OF ORIENT 
 
We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 

Refrain: O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty 
bright, westward leading, still proceeding,  
guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign.  
Refrain 
 

Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! sounds thro’ the earth and skies. 
Refrain 

 
                                 


